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(54) FRONT/REAR DETERMINATION DEVICE FOR MULTI-LAYER THIN FILM ITEM 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To efficiently and surely 
determine front or rear of a multi-layer thin film item. 
SOLUTION: A jig 2 is so shaped that two reference flat 
surfaces face each other in parallel with a specified 
space. A image pickup device 3 images a multilayer thin 
film parts 1 inserted into the jig 2 from the lower side or 
the upper side. A image process device 4 performs edge 
detection of an image taken by the image pickup device 
3. So that the image consisting of a straight line of the 
reference flat surface of the jig 2 and a curve of the 
curved item 1 is obtained. A computer 5 investigates 
variation of a gap between the straight line and the 
curve, for detecting direction of the curvature of the 
item 1. The direction of curvature unequivocally 
corresponds to front/rear of the item 1, so that 
front/ rear of the item 1 is determined. 
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